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German bite
A bright and breezy 48-page special 

 Trouble in paradise
The new man at Aman draws up battle 
plans in his Zaha-designed dacha  

Winning bid
Ole Scheeren reinvents the  
auction house in Beijing
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With 1,000 apartments and a height of 134m, the  
Uni-Center by architect Werner Ingendaay in south-
west Cologne is one of Europe’s largest residential 
buildings. A glass penthouse crowns each of the three 
wings of the 1973 building’s Y-shaped footprint, and  
two of these – ofering a breathtaking view of the entire 
city – belong to Achim Lippoth. One, on the 41st foor, 
is the fashion photographer and flm director’s home.  
The other, on the 29th foor, has been transformed  
into his studio with the help of local architects BeL. 

‘I am a very visual person,’ says Lippoth, who is also 
the founder and editor of award-winning magazine 
Kid’s Wear, currently celebrating its 20th anniversary. » 

A duo of 1970s Cologne apartments provide a  
work/life balance for photographer Achim Lippoth

aChim liPPoth’s Penthouse 

studio features Knoll’s 

‘saarinen’ exeCutive 

armChairs and a bold 

CarPet sPeCially designed 

by loCal arChiteCts bel  

for htW design CarPet

Penthouse treat
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‘The visual aesthetics that characterise my work are 
naturally refected in the way I live.’ The space, like  
his work, is minimalist yet inviting. To achieve this, 
Lippoth and BeL have created a tailor-made interior 
that blends exposed concrete, glass, painted steel 
surfaces and ornamental bright-green cement tiles 
(designed more than 100 years ago by Antoni Gaudí  
for his ornate villas in Barcelona). A colourful carpet 
covers the foor, ofsetting the few, select pieces  
of furniture – some contemporary, some modern 
classics, by Alvar Aalto and Harry Bertoia. 

One of the studio’s defning features is its expansive, 
open-plan space. Desks for Lippoth and his employees 
are placed so that everyone has their own, ample work 
area and unobstructed views out. At the same time, 
glass walls divide of some parts of the studio, providing 
privacy for meetings. Lippoth’s desk is placed at  
the front, next to a showcase of his numerous trophies. 

‘I need an environment that is tidy, yet radiates 
warmth and personality,’ he says. The interior is 
carefully styled, so that nothing feels superfuous. This  
is also a place of retreat and rest for the oft-travelling 
photographer. ‘In my private life, I need an antipode,’ 
he says. ‘A place where I can let my gaze wander, clear 
my head, and nothing blocks my vision or thoughts.’ 

The penthouse was completely gutted down  
to its supporting walls, allowing the exposed concrete 
ceiling, beams and columns to remain visible. ‘I like  
the unadorned character of the concrete surfaces,’  
says Lippoth, who looked at the work of well-known 
German architect Arno Brandlhuber for this makeover. 
Brandlhuber recommended the young, local ofce  
BeL Sozietät für Architektur for the job. Anne-Julchen 
Bernhardt and Jörg Leeser are former employees of 
Brandlhuber and formed BeL in 2000, making their 
mark with a clean, contemporary approach and  
a skilled fusion of fne and raw materials. 

Their clever space management is clear throughout. 
Thanks to the ingenious idea of raising the studio foor, 
nothing obstructs the panoramic views. Bookshelves 
make the most of the space in between those levels,  
and in the kitchen area, the elevated surface serves  
as a worktop. A set of steps connects the two levels. 

The raised platform, a sophisticated steel-tube 
construction with integrated under-foor heating and 
cooling, was installed at a height of 84cm all the way 
around the building’s existing concrete pillars. The 
carpet, which was specially designed by the architects, 
covers most of this level and references traditional 
Persian rugs and contemporary patterns. The Y-shaped 
layout of the high-rise is represented in its design,  
as well as an abstract bonsai motif, which signifes 
Lippoth’s passion for Asian garden art. The traditional 
Hamadan carpet references are also mixed with  
a blossom motif inspired by the hexagonal cement  
tiles used for the foor and kitchen work surfaces. 

Part of the loft’s glass façade can slide open almost 
entirely onto a terrace. The outdoor area includes  
a landscaped garden, a water element and, as a nod to 
Japanese tea platforms, a part that sits raised on steel 
supports. ‘In summer, it is fantastic,’ says Lippoth. ∂
lippoth.com; bel.cx 

Above, exposed concrete 

wAlls in the kitchen,  

with tAbles by Arper  

And stools by Artek

right, lippoth in his studio
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